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Four decades ago, the Pres�dent’s Comm�ss�on on Law Enforcement and Adm�n�strat�on  
of Just�ce �ssued �ts groundbreak�ng recommendat�ons on how to �mprove publ�c safety  
�n Amer�ca. Interest�ngly, one of the recommendat�ons �n the Comm�ss�on’s 1967 report, 
The Challenge of Crime in a Free Society, led to the creat�on of the Nat�onal Inst�tute of 
Just�ce (NIJ). 

In th�s �ssue of the Journal, we celebrate the 40th ann�versary of th�s sem�nal study.  
We cons�der the reflect�ons of two researchers on how the Comm�ss�on’s report has 
gu�ded cr�m�nal just�ce research and pract�ce over the years, and we pause to celebrate 
the career of Professor Alfred Blumste�n, who led the Comm�ss�on’s Task Force on 
Sc�ence and Technology.

As we reflect on the past, we also take a hard look at the current state of cr�m�nal  
just�ce �n th�s country. It �s noteworthy to observe that the t�tle of the Comm�ss�on’s 
report, The Challenge of Crime in a Free Society, appl�es as much today as �t d�d  
40 years ago. Threats to our publ�c safety change. So, too, must our solut�ons and 
responses evolve. 

In th�s �ssue, we h�ghl�ght some of our current challenges—pr�soner reentry, hate  
cr�me, agroterror�sm—and explore the new technolog�es, research, and evaluat�on  
that NIJ offers to meet these challenges on behalf of Amer�cans. Our cover story, 
“Hab�l�tat�on or Harm: Project Greenl�ght and the Potent�al Consequences of 
Correct�onal Programm�ng,” exam�nes the surpr�s�ng and �mportant outcomes of  
a pr�son-based reentry program, offer�ng some cruc�al lessons learned as we ga�n  
greater understand�ng about what works and what does not work �n correct�onal  
�ntervent�ons. “Hate Cr�me �n Amer�ca: The Debate Cont�nues” d�scusses the  
state of hate-cr�me research and leg�slat�on, �dent�fy�ng areas for future research.  
In “Agroterror�sm—Why We’re Not Ready: A Look at the Role of Law Enforcement,” 
we �nvest�gate what could happen �f there was a terror�st attack on the Nat�on’s  
food supply.

Whether we are seek�ng new tools to meet new challenges or d�scover�ng new 
approaches to old problems, NIJ always tr�es to focus on the b�g p�cture. As we work 
w�th our partners at the State and local levels, we are ever-m�ndful of h�story—h�story  
as revealed, for example, �n our story on the 40th ann�versary of the f�rst-ever report  
to the Nat�on on cr�me. I hope you enjoy th�s �ssue of the Journal and f�nd valuable  
d�scuss�ons and �deas to help you serve your commun�t�es.
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